
Small Group Discussion | Session 4: “The Ministry of Jesus” | December 17, 2022

MAKE-UP GUIDE

If you missed class on December 17, find a family member or adult friend to

work through this guide together. This is due before the next class (Jan. 21).

Highs & Lows

Share your “Highs and Lows” of the week. “High” is a good or best part of the week and a “low” is something
that wasn’t so good.

Ice Breaker

1. Can you think of any modern day parables or fables? (Fables work the same way as parables, but use

non-human characters.) Choose one from the list below and look it up.

o The Boy who Cried Wolf

o The Tortoise and the Hare

o The Emperor's New Clothes

o The Lion and the Mouse

2. What is the fable about? What lesson is it teaching it’s readers?

Faith Foundations

While those stories have morals or lessons for life, the parables of Jesus go much deeper. His parables give us insight

into who God is, what he has done for us, what he asks of us and gives us a glimpse of what eternal life in heaven is

and how to get there!

What is a Miracle?
● An act of God that makes the

impossible…possible.
● “An unusual event, one that goes against normal

laws of nature. Miracles are done by the power of
God.” -Adventure Bible Definition

What is a Parable?
● An earthly story with a heavenly meaning
● “A story that tells a special lesson or truth.”

-Adventure Bible Definition

Read through the parables below together and answer the following questions:

Parable #1: The Wise & Foolish Builders, Matthew 7:24-29

1. Why is the foolish man foolish?

2. Why is the wise man wise?
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3. What or who do the wise and foolish men represent?

4. What is Jesus trying to teach the people of that time?

5. What is Jesus trying to teach us?

6. What do we learn about God from this parable?

Parable #2: The Parables of the Mustard Seed & the Yeast, Matthew 13:31-35

1. The Mustard seed is the smallest of all seeds. What happens to it after it’s planted?

2. What does yeast do, what is its function? (General question, not in the parable)

3. What does the woman do in this story with the yeast?

4. What is Jesus trying to help these people understand? (Look at the beginning of v. 31 and 33)

5. What do you think that tells you about heaven?

6. Verses 34 & 35 say something super interesting! Why did Jesus speak in parables?

Digging Deeper

Jesus did many miracles throughout his earthly ministry. Including things like: turning water into wine, healing the

sick, making the blind see, making the deaf hear, casting out demons, raising people from the dead, walking on water,

feeding 5000, and more. There are 37 recorded miracles of Jesus in the Bible.

There are different types of miracles too. Ones that showcase Jesus’ power over Satan, sickness, death or nature
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1. Why did Jesus perform miracles? Read John 20:30-31 and fill in the blanks*  below:

*Translations may vary, just do your best!

“Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But

these are written that you may ________________ that Jesus is the ____________, the Son of God, and that by

believing you may have ________ in his name.”

2. So….why did Jesus perform miracles?

3. What does this mean for us?

4. What is the “life” this verse is referring to?

Read: John 9:1-12

1. What did Jesus heal for this man?

2. What kinds of questions was the healed man asked?

3. How was the healed man a testimony about Jesus?

4. What does Jesus say in verse 3 that is so important to what we just studied in John 20?
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Life Application

In addition to performing miracles and telling parables, things that we can’t fully relate to, Jesus also was a human! He

did amazing things that we can’t do (healing, casting out demons etc.) because he is God. But he was human, and

things that we deal with now, he also dealt with. Read through the list below and look up the Bible verses.

● He had friends (and sometimes argued with them) (Luke 6:13, Matthew 16: 21-23)

● He got hungry (Mark 11:12)

● He got tired (John 4:6)

● He went to weddings & celebrations (John 2:1-12)

● He traveled (Luke 8:1)

● He laughed (Luke 6:21)

● He cried (John 11:35)

● He felt pain (physically, emotionally & mentally) (Luke 22:39-44)

1. Can you relate to any of these things?

2. How do they make you feel?

3. Pick two or three things above to look up. Which ones did you choose?

4. Why do you think Jesus felt these things..he’s God! He could have skipped those emotions or hardships or any

of it! Why didn’t he?
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Family Focus (THIS MONTH’S HOME ACTIVITY!)

This month we really focused on a couple key areas of Jesus’ ministry while he was here on earth: miracles & parables.

Choose a miracle OR a parable from the list below to retell using a different medium. What does that mean? Read the
story and retell the story using something else. It could be drawing (by hand or computer)  legos, playdough, acting it
out/skit, puppet show, a song, or anything else you want to try! It just can’t be you reading it outloud with nothing
else going on.

Have fun with this! Get your family or friends involved!

Miracle options:

● Man who was deaf & mute: Mark 7:31-37
● Boy with a demon: Mark 9:17-27
● Man born blind: John 9:1-7
● Walking on water: Mark 6:48-51
● Calm the storm: Matthew 8:23-27
● Catch of fish: Luke 5:4-11
● Widow’s son: Luke 7:11-15
● Sick man at the pool of Bethesda: John 5:1-9

Parable options:

● Good Samaritan: Luke 10:30-37
● Lost (Prodigal) Son: Luke 15:11-32
● Wise and foolish builders: Matthew 7:24-27
● Unmerciful servant: Matthew 18:21-35
● Sower and the soils: Mark 4:3-20
● The Pharisee and the Tax Collector: Luke 18:9-14

Send a picture or video of your project to DCE Anna before the January 21 class: dceanna@redeemermqt.org

If you’re trying to send a video and it’s too large or not working, just bring your device to church with you when you
come to worship and show it to me then! You’re also welcome to bring any physical copies of your homework to show
me as well. Physical copies, emails or showing me a video…all acceptable ways to turn in your homework!
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